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THE BOTTOM LINE OPENS

Remember the elephants! ¥ 11 /4/ 2016

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/review/ivory-game-telluride-review-924897 1/4


javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
mailto:?body=http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/review/ivory-game-telluride-review-924897&subject=%27The%20Ivory%20Game%27:%20Telluride%20Review
javascript:void(0);
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C0L_uNwXLV779NcqkpgOTjqLoD5PojMxGwtfj9_0Ch-uVzUUQASDa9-0UYMn-kofMo8AXoAG-paK1A8gBAqgDAcgDwQSqBMABT9CdOS_2cqunazlyIZJ7b6vOJYZykkUgJUy5hq0DyEDJ_6TLtlbuGND5-FZZVw4h2EKORCqwz-0keMZ-SJz8_7qyMP8fpQR8bR-J1Phv38JTMqEWirG_Vu0eXiAX5CNHr-gFv4FvFo3u5Tv5OrSi49n5sEVQIchEdpdf9pLrb2wuHd878cp7FHCOZjrGh1j9CzM6LjN78HjZf5hYwVfhFcH9nSgJawCEPaLE4QY86yEvC1opBaO1hXWmWzQilloQoAYCgAeq2t1KqAeBxhuoB6a-G9gHAdgTDA&num=1&sig=AOD64_00lbl8el46u4pcYw8bp-pf5mxeCw&client=ca-pub-4042417839360629&adurl=https://www.stylewe.com/category/dresses-59%3Fadp%3D45104,39187,27426
javascript:void(0);
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/taxonomy/term/194

9/3/2016 'The Ivory Game": Telluride Review | Hollywood Reporter

STYLEWE EEEIEENE srorvow |

Leonardo DiCaprio and Paul Allen helped to produce this stirring documentary about the threat to
the survival of African elephants.

In addition to his day job as Oscar-winning actor, Leonardo DiCaprio is well known for his commitment to
environmental causes, and he helped to produce a compelling documentary, The Ivory Game, which has
its world premiere at Telluride. The eye-opening film from directors Richard Ladkani and Kief Davidson
exposes the threat to African elephants from poachers who want to sell the ivory to dealers in China. The
film benefits from an engaging cast of characters and from striking photography of Tanzania, Zambia,

and Kenya. Netflix will release the film in November, and it should stir potent audience responses.

An opening title informs us of the danger to the elephant population of Africa, which has been decimated
in recent years. A few rangers have been trying to stop the killing and track down the chief poachers.
These rangers turn out to be eloquent advocates for the animals they want to protect. Some have even

given their lives to fight the marauders.

READ MORE
Leonardo DiCaprio, the Malaysian Money Scandal and His "Unusual” Foundation

The film moves from game preserves in Africa to the crowded streets of Beijing, where we meet an
investigative journalist who is trying to prod the Chinese government into cracking down on ivory traders.
But the greed of these dealers will be hard to conquer, considering that some of the carved ivory art

objects sell for more than $300,000 apiece.

What is admirable about the film is that it recognizes the complexity of the issues. In Africa the
elephants destroy farmers’ crops, so these farmers have sometimes gone into partnership with the
poachers. The rangers recognize that a solution will have to involve building fences to protect the crops
while also cracking down on killers and traders who lust after ivory. The film almost has the structure of a
thriller, as it builds to the capture of the head honcho among ivory poachers, a man named Shetani,

whose underlings are estimated to have killed 10,000 elephants.

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/review/ivory-game-telluride-review-924897 2/4


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C1BbcOAXLV83YDtDQpgPPqqCoC-mkkL5GuOC7i-oCu5Dt6EcQASDa9-0UYMn-kofMo8AXoAHI5fDBA8gBAqgDAcgDwQSqBMEBT9CD8nj9iD9bBHL82WfAkQLtgJFQOb4P7wufa9v5yvdrCTWRd0neEbNftVMYeMFSv75nOUkRYTVFbq-V0QfZNMvqL5HzyD79paHdIejMIPZSJ9V-EGdv9Nt1wXQyf7E72cnpI8Cl3uV9T_UqHlEGdLksefsk_KzO4syYx0Q7Tivl_smaTFrqvOuMu663FuDDyNYsffwGY9Ixr7Yf1cFdpUGbylBSh5x1JHtkO0ZNbQpDEBEfLPh93nmkcLuevDHrUKAGAoAHoJqPPqgHgcYbqAemvhvYBwHYEwg&num=1&sig=AOD64_3FpzKLexk2qeoafUvOxm65p5Py7w&client=ca-pub-4042417839360629&adurl=https://www.stylewe.com/category/dresses-59
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/features/leonardo-dicaprio-malaysian-money-scandal-920199
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/taxonomy/term/194

9/3/2016 'The Ivory Game": Telluride Review | Hollywood Reporter

—  MOVIES Q

tight direction and handsome photography by Ladkani. The haunting musical score by H. Scott Salinas
also adds to the movie's impact. Sweeping, thoughtful, and often wrenching, this elegy for one of the

world’s most majestic animals deserves the attention that it is sure to receive.
Production: Terra Mater Factual Studios, Vulcan Productions

Directors: Richard Ladkani, Kief Davidson

Producers: Wolfgang Knopfler, Walter Kohler, Kief Davidson

Executive producers: Joanne Reay, Dinah Czezik-Muller, Paul G. Allen, Carole Tomko, Adam Del Deo, Lisa

Nishimura, Leonardo DiCaprio, Jennifer Davisson
Director of photography: Richard Ladkani
Editor: Verena Schoenauer

Music: H. Scott Salinas

No rating, 112 minutes
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